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REMODELED FURNITURE

A person who has to use old furniture can do much to improve
its appearance. Oversize pieces of reasonably good structural lines
can often be secured at a very low price and can usually be cut
down to the right scale. Very tall cabinets can be cut in two
horizontally, making two chests. Cabinets that are too deep, ex-
tending too far out into the room, can be cut in two vertically
from side to side.

The top part of ornate sideboards can be removed entirely.
Legs can be lowered or entirely removed from chests and cabinets.
Dressers are easily converted into chests of drawers with the mir-
rors hung separately. Drawer pulls can be replaced or replated.
The glass in cupboard doors can be replaced by diagonal wire
mesh. Two bedside tables can be made from a vanity dresser.

Tables can be lowered to the height of coffee tables or end
tables. A round table can be cut in two, making a pair of con-
soles. A new top covering of leather, black glass, or mirror im-
proves a table or flat desk.

Easy chairs can often be modernized by cutting down high
old-fashioned legs, making the back legs a trifle shorter than the
front ones. Straight legs can be substituted for curved. Slip
covers can transform old chairs. See page 224.

All ornamentation should be removed from remodeled furniture
if possible. Glued-on ornaments can sometimes be pried off, and
other protuberances sawed oif.

Finish. Either old or new furniture usually requires bleach,
paint, stain, wax, or varnish as a finish. New unfinished furniture
may be treated as follows: sandpaper carefully with the grain,
fill nail holes with putty, apply clear shellac, rub with fine sand-
paper, and apply three coats of white wax, polishing each one
thoroughly An old piece of furniture usually requires removal
of the old finish, which can be done with paint remover or house-
hold ammonia and a putty knife and steel wool. Even golden oak
furniture bleaches successfully. However, the old finish can some-
times be covered with paint or enamel. Off-white or black are
safe colors; yellow, green, vermilion, and blue are sometimes de-
sirable/ Large dark pieces, such as pianos, poster beds, dressers,
chests, or cupboards, can be minimized by painting them light.